PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 



(1 1 publication number : 08-050523 
(43)Date of publication of application : 20.02.1996 



(51)[ntCl. 



G06F 1/32 



(21 application number : 07-018665 
(22)Date of filing : 1 0.01 .1 995 



(71 Applicant : SUN MICROSYST INC 
(72)Inventor : KURIHARA STEVEN M 
INSLEY MARK W 



(30)Priority 
Priority number: 94 179433 



Priority date : 10.01.1994 Priority country ; US 



(54) POWER CONSUMPTION MANAGEMENT METHOD IN COMPUTER SYSTEM AND 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To reduce power consumption of a computer 
system. 

CONSTITUTION: A computer system has a central 
processing unit(CPU) 46 and a power management 
c.rcuit(PMC) 52. The CPU 46 has an operation mode 
wh.ch responds to interrupts and direct memory access 
requests and a standby mode which is in a low power 
state and does not respond to interrupts and direct 
memory access requests. The PMC 52 monitors 
interrupts and direct memory access requests to the 
system and sets the CPU 46 to its operation mode in 
response to the detection of the interrupts and direct 
memory access requests when the CPU 46 is in its 
standby mode. The method for managing power 
consumption of the CUP 46 consists of a process which 
sets the CPU 46 to its low power standby mode a 
process which monitors the interrupts and direct 
memory access requests to the computer system and a 
process which returns the CPU 46 to its operation mode 
that can respond to the detected requests. 
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